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officer stops a suspect and asks questions is not enough to convert a consensual encounter into a seizure or an arrest. The Court said that the person has a right to ignore the officer’s request to stop and walk away. “ ‘That the person being approached by the officer happens to answer a question or agree to answer a question is not enough to overcome the otherwise voluntary nature of the encounter.’ ” The defendants’ attorneys argued that something more than a simple question and some minimal show of authority, such as a gun in
the officer’s holster, are required to turn the consensual encounter into an arrest. The attorneys also argued that their clients were not told they were free to leave. The officers testified that they told the defendants, or instructed them to “Come with me.” The attorneys argued that a person who is told to “Come with me” is not free to leave. The Mireles court explained that this was not enough to turn the encounter into an arrest. “While it may be uncommon for an officer to tell a suspect he must ‘come with me,’ it does not follow that
the officer’s statement in this case transformed the encounter from a consensual one into an arrest.” “We conclude, therefore, that no seizure occurred when defendants were questioned and that the question was proper.” “We therefore reverse the decision of the court of appeals and remand the case to that court for further proceedings consistent with this opinion.” The Mireles case should have set the stage for the Harris County prosecutors to drop the case against Powell, if the prosecutor is relying on the decision as authority for
her failure to do so. The lawyers for the victim, however, said that she has a constitutional right to prosecute the case against Powell. The lawyers for the victim claim that the
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